MINUTES OF MEETING OF NETHERGATE WRITERS 22/09/2021
PRESENT:
Fraser (Chair), Sue (minutes), David C, David F, Dele, Lynne, Richard
APOLOGIES:
Roddy, Sandra, Zusana, Abby, Rupert, Jake
The meeting was rather chaotic, due to poor internet connections which affected sound quality for most of the people who took part. Connectivity issues meant that Sue Baxter was not able to attend until 20 minutes after the meeting had begun.

PIECES READ:
‘Ties Apart Part 2’ (Dele)
The Zoom quality was poor from Dele who was in Nigeria, and this made it difficult to locate where in the play the reading should begin. Part 2 of the play is quite long, so we agreed to read 10-15 minutes of it from Act Two, Scene One onwards. Members can read the whole of Part 2 and email comments directly to Dele which he said he would appreciate.
We thought the play was lively, engaging, had a good flow, and raised contentious issues, particularly the treatment of women in Nigeria. Fraser said that perhaps we were supposed to be shocked. It was also suggested that Dele was being gently subversive, and that he had given us a critique on an authoritarian, patriarchal culture.
Lynne said she was horrified by the misogyny within the environment of the play and Fraser noted that the objectification of women seems to run through it, and we all agreed that we found this disturbing, perhaps intentionally. It was also agreed that we are not familiar with the Nigerian culture as presented in the play and there were some cultural references which we were unfamiliar with. David C asked Dele if the chiefs have a lot of political power to which he replied they do have customary privileges, but their political power is limited.
Dele also told us that he feels he has a social responsibility as a writer to tell things as they are. 
It was unfortunate we could not fully appreciate the quality of Dele’s writing or comment properly because of the poor sound. This also led to a rather chaotic reading of the play, especially Act Two, Scene Three where there were multiple parts.
We looked forward to finding out how it ended, and it was suggested that we could continue reading out the play during a future meeting from Act Two, Scene Three.

Dele thanked everyone for reading out his play.
‘Laird’ extract 3, novel chapter (Zusana)
Extract 3 was greatly enjoyed. Zusana’s style was likened to James Joyce and Virginia Woolf which indicates the quality of her writing. We thought it contained tragedy, black humour, pathos, and sincerity so in keeping with the time and people. Zusana’s clever use of metaphors was enjoyed.

It was thought that it was hard to get into the chapter at first, but once accustomed to the style, it was found to be rewarding with much conveyed in each sentence.
There were some areas where the wording was found to affect the flow of writing, making it difficult to read out. Sometimes the effect was unintentionally jarring. It was suggested, for example, that maybe ‘sniggering’ was not fitting to the time in which the story was set.
The extract ends on a cliff hanger which makes us keen to read extract 4. We did not have enough time to do extract 4 justice but agreed to treat this as a priority at the next meeting.
‘1746’ poem (Lynne)
This poem was enjoyed by the group and raised much discussion.
It was thought the juxtaposition of the first two lines was excellent. In the verse ‘Men stood shoulder to shoulder’ it was thought that the word ‘cold’ was superfluous. It was also felt that some additions, particularly in the later part of the poem, were unnecessary and the poem was stronger without them.
Lynne was a bit nervous about writing about the past, but it was agreed it is quite legitimate to do so. She raised concerns that perhaps the poem was too controversial but was highlighted as one of the positive aspects of the poem that it stimulated discussion and reflection. It was felt that it dealt with a defining event for Scotland, the Battle of Culloden, in an even-handed way which emphasised the humanity of those who took part and who have been affected by it.
We thought the poem brought it all back to the present day as one sees the contemporary world.

PREVIOUS MINUTES
David C adopted the previous minutes, and we had a discussion about matters arising from them.
Anthologies:  Abby was unable to attend the meeting and may not be able to attend for a few weeks in the future. We stated our appreciation of all the hard work and time she has put into the organisation from start to finish and that she deserves a well-earned break.
Most people picked up their copies from Rupert on Monday evening. They all appreciated the surprise of a Nethergate Writers bag with their books which Rupert had organised the production of.
Fraser is to be setting up a system where PayPal and credit/debit cards can be used as payment on the website.
Fraser has sent a proposal to Waterstones and Roddy has offered to tour other outlets.
Rupert is currently co-ordinating our efforts for the anthology, so if anyone has any ideas to help with the launch or would like to help in any other way, then Rupert Williams should be contacted.

Lack of attendance: It is hoped that more people will attend our meetings if we are able to meet in person. We agreed that meeting in a physical venue should be revisited, and Dalhousie House in Dundee University was raised as a possibility.
Writing prompts: David C suggested that we complete an unfinished piece of work which he will send round for the next meeting.
David C also reminded us that it is in the constitution to provide feedback and writing.
It was reiterated that new pieces of writing should be sent on new emails so that they do not become lost.
We discussed the 15th Anniversary of the Nethergate Writers group and the possibility of writing pieces with this in mind. A theme of ‘Reflection, Memory, and Anniversary’ was proposed to stimulate new writing.

Zusana’s ‘Laird, extract 4’ and Sue’s ‘The approach of a New Year, chapter 8’ will be prioritised for reading at the next meeting.
David Francis put in his apologies in advance for the next few meetings as he has other commitments.
NEXT MEETING: 06/10/2021
Chair – Sue
Minutes – David C
